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to facts, or disguise from himself the meaning of
those facts, as it showed itself to all intelligent and
enlightened minds. It began to be gradually borne
in upon him that the concession of the Catholic
claims \vas inevitable. The Marquis of Wellesley,
elder brother of the Duke of Wellington, had been
appointed Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, partly because
he was supposed to be the sort of man who could
make head against the Catholic claims ; and the
Marquis of Wellesley had not been long in Dublin
Castle before he became convinced that the claims
of the Catholics would have to be conceded. He
resigned his post as Irish Viceroy when the Duke of
Wellington, on taking the office of Prime Minister,
announced that Catholic Emancipation was not to be
a Cabinet measure, lie was succeeded in the Irish
Viceroyalty by the Marquis of Anglesey, who had
been a distinguished soldier in the wars against
Napoleon, and rendered brilliant services on the
field of Waterloo. Lord Anglesey was known to be
opposed to Catholic Emancipation, and had actually
spoken vehemently against that and all other Irish
claims when he was a member of Parliament. But
Lord Anglesey had not been long in office before he,
too, recognised the absolute necessity of conceding
political equality to the Irish Catholics. The
question came up in a manner which compelled
the Government to give immediate attention to it.
In the vehemence of the popular commotion caused
by O'Conncll and the Catholic Association, an Act
had been passed for a limited number of years for
the suppression of the Catholic Association and all